
Rev. Mark Matlock
Mark has been working with 
youth pastors, students, 
and parents for more than 
two decades. He was the 
President of Youth 
Specialties (YS), providing 
leadership for programs 
and training events.

Mark began Wisdom Works, a non-profit 
organization that helps teenagers develop biblical 
wisdom in their lives.  Through Wisdom Works 
and Youth Specialties, Mark speaks to hundreds 
of thousands of students, parents, and youth 
workers around the world each year.  Mark lives 
in Texas with his wife and their two teenage 
children. When he’s not traveling, he volunteers 
in his church’s youth ministry and amazes family 
and friends with his culinary skills.

Dr. Nancy Going 
Nancy is a twenty-some 
year church Youth Minis-
try veteran. She currently 
serves as Executive Director 
of Vibrant Faith Ministries.  
Before VF, Nancy worked 
on the Children, Youth and 
Family team at Luther Semi-
nary.  In addition, she has written curriculum, 
led retreats and workshops. She has a Master of 
Arts in Counseling from Covenant Seminary, 
and received her Ph.D. from Luther Seminary, 
in adolescent spiritual development.

About AYME
Who are we? 
The Association of Youth Ministry Educators 
(AYME) is a Christian faith-based organiza-
tion and collegial gathering of professionals 
committed to developing the next generation 
of youth ministers.

• We affirm the tenets of the Christian
 faith as articulated in the Apostle’s Creed,
 and pursue unity while honoring the broad
 expressions of our faith. (Col. 2:2-3; 
 1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 4:15-16)

• Our membership includes teachers, 
 scholars, researchers, and graduate 
 students in the field of youth ministry. 
 This includes those affiliated with 
 institutions of higher education as well
 as organizations involved in non-formal
 education such as denominational and
 para-church organizations.

What do we do?
We gather in order to further the field 
of youth ministry education through 
cooperative networking, scholarly 
contributions, and critical engagement 
with the varied practices of youth ministry 
and other disciplines.

What core values govern our work?
• Service to Christ’s church
• Critical thinking and scholarship
• Collegial and collaborative relationships
• Dialogue with people from distinct 
 backgrounds and contexts
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Peering into the Future 
of Youth Ministry: 

Equipping Students with the 
Competencies for the Next 15 Years 

of Youth Ministry Leadership

Dallas,
Texas

 October 28-30,
2017

Association of 
Youth Ministry 

Educators
24th 

Annual 
Conference

Plenary Session Speaker

Call For Papers
Please submit proposals by July 1, 2017. See 
details under Annual Conference: Call for 
papers at www.aymeducators.org or contact 
Richelle White (rwhite@kuyper.edu) or 
Nancy Going (ngoing@vibrantfaith.org).
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Schedule
Saturday, October 28   
1:00 p.m. Registration Opens
2:30 p.m. Plenary Session #1
 Rev. Mark Matlock
 Priming the Pump
3:30 p.m.  Academic Presentations #1
4:15 p.m. Break & Exhibitors Open
4:45 p.m.  Academic Presentations #2
5:30 p.m. Break & Exhibitors Open
6:00 p.m.  Dinner and Plenary #2
 Rev. Mark Matlock 
 Future Landscape of Youth Ministry
9:00 p.m. Late Night Conversations

Sunday, October 29   
7:30 a.m.  Breakfast on your own
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Business Meeting
10:00 a.m. Affinity Group Coffee Mixer
10:45 a.m. Academic Presentations #3
11:45 p.m. Lunch and Plenary Session #3
 Rev. Mark Matlock 
 Future Landscape of Youth Ministry
2:15 p.m. Academic Presentations #4
3:00 p.m. Break & Exhibitors Open
3:45 p.m. Academic Presentations #5
4:30 p.m. Break & Exhibitors Open
6:30 p.m. Dinner Theatre with Bob Smiley

Monday, October 30    
7:30 a.m.  Breakfast on your own
8:45 a.m. Academic Presentations #6
9:45 a.m.  Plenary Session #4

 Dr. Nancy Going
 Reflection and Response
 Special Monday morning drawings  
 to enhance your teaching. You must  
 be present for a chance to win a prize. 

11:30 a.m. Conference ends
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Registration
Register online (aymeducators.org) or complete 
and mail the form below with your payment.

Name: (include Dr., Mr., Ms., etc.) _________________

________________________________________

Institution: ________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

________________________________________

Phone: (_______)________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________

Additional registrants from this organization 
being paid for here: 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Register by September 15th and receive a 
$10 discount on your registration! 
Registration fee includes $90 AYME 

membership dues for 2018.

#____  Registrations @ $265 =             ______
  ($275 after Sept. 15)
  OR 
  ____ I can’t attend the conference but 
  wish to pay for my 2018 AYME 
  membership @ $90 = ______

Make Checks Payable to AYME
Mail To:

AYME, c/o Dr. Mark Cannister
 255 Grapevine Road
Wenham, MA 01984

CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS
If you need assistance toward the 

registration cost, funds are now available. 
Applications are available at

aymeducators.org.

Peering into the Future of
Youth Ministry
What will youth ministry 15 years from now 
focus on?  What skills will youth leaders need 
to master to navigate their ministry context?
 
The world of adolescents is constantly chang-
ing: technological advances, shifting national 
demographics, and the struggle to define 
one’s identity has challenged youth workers 
to master new skills to connect with, coun-
sel, teach, and disciple teenagers. Using the 
“future of youth ministry” as a theme, this 
conference seeks to proactively inform the 
discipline of youth ministry education to 
answer the questions: “What will be the shape 
of Youth Ministry approaches in the future?” 
and “What equipping do our students need 
to graduate as competent practitioners in the 
future field of youth ministry?”   
 
Using recent research about the future of 
youth ministry, we will be led by Mark 
Matlock and Nancy Going in discussions of 
how we should respond to the current state 
of youth ministry in the U.S.  We will look 
at trends in the competencies churches are 
looking for in hiring youth pastors.  This 
discussion of youth ministry priorities will 
be integrated into a discussion of trends in 
higher education and their implications for 
our institutions.   
 
Our hope is that these discussions inform the 
future of your youth ministry education as 
you adopt best and emerging practices.  We 
hope you leave the conference in deep reflec-
tion on “what do these things mean to me as 
a youth ministry educator?”
 
Join us as we peer into the future of youth 
ministry and challenge one another to adopt 
best practices to shape our disciplines and 
to train and equip youth leaders for the next 
generation of youth ministry.

Making It Happen
1. Register online at www.aymeducators.org 
or send in the registration panel with a check 
payable to AYME.

Spouse Coming Too? There is no cost for 
registration. We do ask that spouses pay $30 for 
dinners, and $20 for lunch at the conference.  

Refund Policy: Registrants may request a full 
refund of registration fees prior to September 15, 
2017.

2. Make your Hotel Reservation 
at the Hilton Anatole in Dallas, 
TX directly through the AYME 
website conference page or by 
calling 800-955-4281. Request 
the special rate of $132/night for 
single or double occupancy, with 
the Group Code: SAC. The cut-off 
date for this room price is October 3, 2017 as 
long as rooms are available. Room price includes 
complimentary guestroom Internet service.  

Need a Roomate? Email Steven Bonner at 
steven.bonner@lcu.edu. He will reply with the 
name of a possible roommate. When contact-
ing the hotel please give them the name of your 
roommate. (It is assumed that you are staying at 
the hotel both Saturday & Sunday nights.)

3. Airport to Hotel 
    Transportation 
SuperShuttle provides 
ground transportation 
from the DFW (14-miles to 
hotel) and DAL (6-miles to 
hotel) airports to the Hilton 
Anatole. Book your reservation using the link on 
the AYME website conference page and use our 
group code BJKNP.

General Conference Questions?
Contact: Mark Cannister

mark.cannister@gordon.edu


