
Soong-Chan Rah, D.Min.
Soong-Chan serves as the Milton B.
Engebretson Associate Professor of 
Church Growth and Evangelism at 
North Park Theological Seminary in 
Chicago, Illinois and is the author 
of The Next Evangelism: Freeing the Church from 
Western Cultural Captivity (IVP Books, 2009). He 
is passionate about unpacking the complexities of 
urban ministries and examining the relationships 
between the church and the urban context.

About AYME and the 
Annual Conference
The Association of Youth Ministry Educators is
comprised of teachers, scholars, and research-
ers committed to developing the next genera-
tion of youth ministers. AYME members are 
affiliated with institutions of higher education 
as well as organizations involved in non-formal 
education of youth ministers such as denomina-
tions and para-church organizations.

Attending the AYME conference provides you 
with a spectrum of opportunities to both enrich 
your professional life and contribute to the field 
of youth ministry education. 

We gather to foster . . .
•	critical	thinking	and	scholarship
•	creative	teaching
•	cooperative	networking
•	collegial	mentoring

You will have the opportunity to . . .
•	be	encouraged	and	challenged	by	peers	in	the		
 field of youth ministry education.
•	contribute	to	setting	the	course	for	the	future		
 of youth ministry education and its 
 effectiveness.
•	connect	with	scholars	and	publishers	in	the		
 academic field of youth ministry.
•	contribute	to	a	community	promoting	a	vision		
 for the Kingdom of God and ministry with  
 adolescents.
•	attend	professional	development	sessions		
 designed to assist you in various aspects of  
 your career.
•	contribute	to	discourse	in	the	academic	field		
 of youth ministry.

Both those who are early in their teaching 
careers and those with multiple years of 
experience will find something to challenge, 
encourage, and stimulate their thinking.
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Cultural 
Engagement: Youth 

Ministry Across 
Boundaries

Washington
D.C.

 October 18-20,
2014

Association of 
Youth Ministry 

Educators
21st 

Annual Forum

Plenary Session Presenters

Kathy Khang
Kathy is currently serving as a 
Regional Multiethnic Ministries 
Director with InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship in suburban Chicago. 
Kathy is a contributing author to 
More Than Serving Tea (IVP Books, 2006), and she 
posts a personal blog called More than Serving Tea. 
She is also a contributing blogger at Sojourners, as 
well as Next Genereration Asian Church.

Terry Linhart, Ph.D.
Terry serves as Chair of the Depart-
ment of Religion and Philosophy at 
Bethel College in Mishawaka, Indiana 
where he brings keen insights to 
the curricular nature of short-term 
cross-cultural service projects for adolescents. He 
is co-author of Global Youth Ministry: Reaching 
Adolescents Around the World (Zondervan/YS, 2011) 
and joyfully serves as Director of the Youth 
Specialties Academic Support Network. 

Call For Papers
Please submit proposals by July 1, 2014. 

See details under 2014 Conference: Call for 
Papers at www.aymeducators.org or contact 
Ron Belsterling (ron.belsterling@nyack.edu) 
or Tom Bergler (tbergler@huntington.edu)
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Registration
Register online (aymeducators.org) or complete and 
mail the form below with your payment.

Name: (include Dr., Mr., Ms., etc.) __________________

________________________________________

Institution: __________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

________________________________________

Phone: (_______)_________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________

Additional registrants from this organization and 
being paid for here:

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Registration deadline is October 8, 2014.
Registration fee includes $90 

AYME membership dues for 2015.

____ # Registrations @ $250 =             ______

•		I	can’t	attend	the	conference	but	I	wish	
 to pay for my 2015 AYME membership 
 at $90. ______

•	 I	would	like	to	contribute	to	the	
 Conference Assistance Fund ______

                                               TOTAL: ______

Make Checks Payable to AYME
Association of Youth Ministry Educators

Mail To:
c/o Dr. Mark Cannister
 255 Grapevine Road
Wenham, MA 01984

CONFERENCE ASSISTANCE FUND:
If you need assistance toward the registration 

cost, limited funds are now available. 
See aymeducators.org. for details.

Schedule
Saturday, October 18   
12 p.m.  Registration Opens
1 p.m.  Affinity Groups
2 p.m.  Welcome Reception and 
 Conference Opening
2:30 p.m.  Breakout Session #1
3:45 p.m.  Breakout Session #2
5 p.m.  Curriculum Clusters
6 p.m.  Dinner and Plenary #1
 Rev. Dr. Soong-Chan Rah, 
 Engaging Culture Theologically
9:15 p.m.  Affinity Groups 

Sunday, October 19   
8 a.m.  Breakfast 
8:30 a.m.  Worship
9:45 a.m.  Business Meeting
10:15 a.m.  Breakout Session #3
11:30 p.m.  Breakout Session #4
12:45 pm  Depart for National Mall and 
 Memorial Parks in DC 
 (Lunch on your own)
5:30 p.m.  Dinner at King Street Blues 
7:30 p.m.  Plenary Session #2
 Ms. Kathy Khang, 
 The Opportunities and Challenges  
 of Integration

Monday, October 20    
8 a.m.  Breakfast
8:30 a.m.    Breakout Session #5
9:45 a.m.    Plenary Session #3
                   Dr. Terry Linhart, 
 So What?: Next Steps for Youth  
 Ministry Educators in Cultural   
 Engagement
11:30 a.m.  Conference ends

Our experience is increasingly diverse, 
global, and interdependent resulting in the 
average youth leader and educator crossing 
multiple boundaries each day. Youth leaders 
must have the knowledge and ability to live 
and minister across boundaries. Our challenge 
is not simply to critique culture but to engage 
cultures.

Those working in youth ministry require a 
whole new way of thinking and a new repertoire
of skills to meet these challenges. We have 
brought together a stellar slate of plenary 
speakers, opportunities for dialogue, and 
research presentations to meet this need.

Dr. Soong-Chan Rah will present a theological
vision that invites us toward cultural 
engagement. Ms. Kathy Khang will discuss the
challenges and opportunities to organizations
as they engage culture. Dr. Terry Linhart will 
provide tools to train and equip our students
in crossing cultural boundaries. Our speakers
come from varying disciplines and backgrounds 
offering a rich field for insight and discussion.

Sunday afternoon we will explore the National 
Mall and Memorial Parks of Washington, DC. 
The museums and monuments themselves speak 
of cultures and boundaries that are metaphors
for youth ministry education. This will be a 
wonderful time to connect with friends and
colleagues.	You	won’t	want	to	miss	it!

Make your plans now. We look forward to 
seeing	you	in	Washington	D.C.!

Making It Happen
1. Register online at www.aymeducators.org 
or send in the registration panel with a check 
payable to AYME.

Spouse Coming Too? There is no cost for 
registration. We do ask that spouses pay $30 for 
each dinner and $15 for each breakfast that they 
enjoy at the conference. 

Refund Policy: Due to hotel meal contracts we 
cannot offer refunds after Oct. 8, 2014 except in 
extraordinary circumstances.

2. Make your Hotel Reservation 
at the Hilton Crystal City Hotel by 
calling 703-418-6800 and asking for 
Reservations. Request the special 
rate of $129/night for single or 
double occupancy with the three-
letter code: SPC. The cut-off date 
for this special rate is September 
26th. Room price includes 
complimentary in-room Internet and airport shuttle. 

Need a Roomate? Email Brenda Snailum at: 
bsnailum@yahoo.com. She will reply with the name 
of a possible roommate. When you call the hotel 
also give the name of this other person. (It is 
assumed that you are staying at the hotel both 
Saturday & Sunday nights.)

3. Airport to Hotel Transportation 
The Hilton Crystal City provides free shuttle service 
from Reagan National Airport. Call the hotel at: 
703-418-6800 from baggage claim and look for the 
blue van with the name of the hotel. Watch care-
fully for Hilton Crystal City, as there are many other 
Hilton hotel locations with shuttles.

General Conference Questions?
Contact: Mark Cannister

mark.cannister@gordon.edu


